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Ann Mott

Board of Trustee Awards
Distinguished Teaching Award 2007-2008,
Ann Mott, Director of AUP’s Writing Center and member of the
Department of Comparative Literature and English

Outstanding Research and Publication, 
Oliver Feltham for two books on French
philosopher Alain Badiou

Innovation in Curricular Development,
Dominique Mougel for designing new
intensive French curriculum

Innovation in Interdisciplinary Studies,
Justin McGuinness for creating new
minors in Urban Studies and Middle Eastern
and Islamic Studies

Sin-Ming Shaw Award
Caroline Klaeth Eriksen (see p. 7)

Student Government 
Service Awards

For contributions to student life:

Graduating Class, 
Carrie Russo ’08

Undergraduate Class, 
Donna Al-Sudairi ’11

Faculty, Waddick Doyle

Administrative Staff,  Marc Monthéard

Student-to-student Scholarship, 
Kriti Sharma ’10

Graduate Student Council Awards
Student, Colette Lejeune MEIS ’08

Staff, John Gallagher

Colette Lejeune

Caroline Eriksen
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Years. 

Never has this simple word
meant so much, has it? We’ve
spent birthdays, holidays,
beginnings, and now closures
together over these many years.
When we look at each other, we
can’t help but think, “Where did
all that time go?” 

Where would a timeline of our
AUP adventure begin? Would it
be at orientation trying to figure
out how the FIAP had anything to do with AUP? Or would it be
before that when we were trying to choose which university to
attend? I imagine you sitting there fretting with your families,
anticipating that AUP would be the best decision for your
future. As diverse as our student body is, we share that
common choice. We decided to jump into what has to be one
of the richest and most astounding adventures we have ever
embarked upon. 

That adventure continued into our first year here. Initially, for
many of us, it was hard trying to find a place at AUP. The
University was definitely in transition itself, and we were in
transition, too. Take me, for example: I came from a small Indian
Reservation in Arizona and thought that maybe my story was
too unique for others to understand. Boy, was I wrong! I had
arrived at a school where the phrase “She’s so AUP” meant that
her life story was too complex, long, and international to explain
in a short phrase. Only at AUP are instances of international
cultural irony a daily routine. Only at AUP is it not surprising
for an in-coming half Iraqi and half Swedish freshman to find
another student who is… half Iraqi and half Swedish. 

This place, this AUP, it is not a building, but a builder; a builder
of friendships and intellectual basis that would mold us over the
next few years. We can talk about the amazing classes we’ve
taken, the astounding professors we’ve met, or the frustrating
administration we’ve had to deal with. So many students came
here not quite sure what their path in life would be but who
found a true calling simply by taking a course they never
thought they’d be interested in. AUP became this agrarian
commune where the seeds of learning were watered with
words of support and passion from dedicated professors. These
contributors to our future have devoted their lives not to a
paycheck, but to spreading knowledge. La connaissance, mes
amis. We came here expecting to learn facts and skills, yet we
are leaving Paris with knowledge. This small university, which
barely registers a bleep on the screen of a world education, has
given us a level of understanding higher and more colorful and

more substantial than we could have ever expected. 

Our learning also comes from memorable debates and
arguments we shared together. I once witnessed a discussion
concerning a Senegalese student’s representation of Africa as a
drum. An Ethiopian student disputed the inclusion of her
country in the art piece because drums aren’t used in Ethiopia
like they are in West Africa. Discussions about art, culture, and
identity; how much more AUP can you get? 

This leads me to talk about the parties, picnics, road trips, and
study trips we’ve partaken in. Parties are always a sensitive
subject to bring up at graduation, but I won’t tiptoe around this
classic social activity that comes so naturally when living in
Paris. Mais, nos fêtes ne se passaient pas simplement autour
d’une bouteille d’alcool. Il y avait des soirées où les participants
représentaient 18 nationalités différentes et conversaient en 10
langues différentes et tout le monde trouvait que c’était
absolument normal. Ces réunions représentaient un
rassemblement de nations jusqu’alors inimaginable en dehors
du monde diplomatique. Leaders of the world take note! We
were able to meet together and break bread without dropping a
single bomb. […]

How does one explain to those who don’t know us what it truly
means to be AUP? I could mention the amazing Ukrainian
hospitality. Dyakooyu. I could mention how one Hungarian
man can scare the entire Champs de Mars. Jó munka, barátom.
I could mention all the super-smart Bulgarians. Vie vsichki ste
strahotni! I could mention the Germans’ prowess in Art History.
Ich liebe die Kunstgeschichte auch. I could mention Italians
constantly repeating who won the last World Cup. Basta! I
could mention white African identity. Ek sal u nooit
bevraagteken nie. I could mention dual passports, being raised
in a country to which you have no ethnic ties, flying to a
different continent, the bliss of backpacking through Asia, the
sense of being French while protesting against Sarkozy, the fear
of bank overdrafts, the Facebook addictions, the anger or
contentment at smoking bans, the delight in Latin gay cinema,
the super-delight in the Fête de la Musique, the panic of 200
euro cell phone bills, and of course, being astonished that a girl
would wear Fendi to a 9am marketing class. Yet, surpassing
everything are the relationships we have made along the way,
the daily life-changing academic experiences, and the ability to
turn our classmates and friends into loved ones we happily call
family.  Ladies and gentlemen, I don’t think there is a way to
truly capture it all. However, this complex identity is one that I
am proud to have; AUP Graduates are who we are and AUP
Family is who we will remain forever. 

Thomonyi ynovich. Congratulations to all of you. ▲

Joseph Williams ‘08 came to AUP from the Gila River Indian
Community in Arizona. He is a member of the Akimel
O’odham Tribe. He earned a double degree in Applied

International Finance and International Business
Administration. He is currently working for 

JustWorld International.

Commencement May 2008

Remarks by the Senior Class
Speaker Joseph Williams ’08



Organized exceptionally in
April to coincide with this
year’s President’s

Conference (see p. 8), the 2008
GAW united 60 participants from
the world over. Marc Warnod,
Michael Lohse, and Guy Harris did
a fabulous job of rounding up their
friends from the ’86-’89 era. Maria
Loson’92 and Andy Bates’69
traveled the farthest coming from
Argentina and Hawai’i respectively.
Some alumni participated in just a
few events while others spent the
entire long weekend in and around
campus meeting faculty and
students, teaching or sitting-in on
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Globa l
A lumni
Weekend
2008

Cocktails in the Combes Gallery

Standing: Mark Sandal , Maya Rifai-Constantin,
Michael  and Anna Faoro. Seated: Francesco Maio,
Marc Warnod, Rim Boukhari-Senol 

Thomas Lutzi and 
Ashley Smith MPA ’09

Future alumnae: McCall
Johnson MPA ’09 and Nora
Milanova ’10

Combes Cockta i l

Jim Teeple, Prof. Karl Dunz, former staff
member Russell Lee

John Wilkins, Prof. Emeritus David
Pike, Andrew Bates

Daphné Remoundos, 
Pierre Sauvagnat 

Gaëlle Roland,  President
Gerardo della Paolera

Maria Fernanda and
Victor Tarruella

Joe Dickerson

Bosquet
Lunch



classes, and enjoying the special visits and activities that had been
especially organized for them.

AUP was pleased to welcome back a number of former employees
including Walter Brenner (accompanied by his daughter) who was
Cultural Programs Director under Lloyd DeLamater and Russell
Lee who also worked in the administration in the early years.
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Daphné Remoundos, Thomas Lutazi, Gaëlle Roland, Prof. Emerita Maude Nicolas, Prof.
Farhad Nomani, Maria Loson, President della Paolera, Prof. Dominique Mougel.

Philippe Travis, Bojan Djindjic, Boris Manev, Marcello Arcucci 

Marc and Charlotte Warnod, Anna Faoro and Michael Faoro, Mimi
Fairman

Pierre Saugnanat, Sebastian and Rebecca Ibel, Prof. George Wanklyn, Maria Fernanda
and Victor Tarruella, Prof. Marielle Gorissen

Maya Rifai-Constantin, Guy and April Harris, William Stacey, 
Rim Boukhari-Senol

Class  D inner

John Wilkins, Jean Studt Gunnell, Karen and Alex Wellford

Pamela Spurdon, Fernando Requena, Edie White Wiltsee,
Guido Emmer

Prof. Emeritus Paul Godt, Brian Atchinson, Herb Fried (trustee), Mrs. Godt 



Professors Emeriti Maud Nicolas, Paul Godt, and David Pike
joined the Saturday night cocktail and dinner. Founders Lloyd
and Marie DeLamater, who unfortunately could not attend,
were well represented by their daughters Ariane ’92 and Clara,
who also teaches sculpture at AUP.

Two Communications students , Ndeye Aminata (aka Amy)
Fall ’07/MAGC ’08  from Senegal and Jeudi Sem FS ’08
visiting from Cambodia made a delightful news report of the
weekend for their film class and can be seen on Paname TV.
paname.aup.fr/videos/play.php?id=153

Lunch at Royaumont Abbey Braving April showers in Père Lachaise Cemetery
with Prof. George Wanklyn

Musée de l’Architecture

Outings

Royaumont Abbey 

Timothy Andry ’88
Frankie (Mary Margaret) Arciuolo ’67
Brian Atchinson ’74
Andrew Bates ’69
Rim Boukhari Senol ’97
Walter Brenner 
Jon Cassill ’78
Patricia Colmenares ’87
Ariane DeLamater ’92
Clara DeLamater
Joseph Dickerson ’00
Bojan Djindjic ’06
Florence Eid FS’96
Guido Emmer ’66
Michel ’88 and Anna Faoro
Paal ’86 and Martine Frisvold 
Suzanne (Thresher) Garzon ’68
Jean (Studt) Gunnell ’66
Guy ’88 and April Harris
Rebecca (McCabe) ’88 and Sebastian Ibel
Russell Lee
Michael Lohse ’88
Maria Loson ’95

Thomas Lutazi ’97
Francesco Maio ’88
Leon Melchior ’88
Daphne Remoundos ’96
Fernando Requena ’66
David Richter ’88
Maya Rifai-Constantin ’88
Gaelle Roland ’90
Mark Sandal ’89
Michael ’68 and Gail Sandler
Pierre  ’83 and Nina de Paula Sauvagnat ’83
Pamela Spurdon ’64
William Stacey ’88
Victor ’88 and Maria Fernanda Tarruella
James Teeple ’78
Philippe Travis FS ’95
Lorraine (Stuckgold) ’75 and 

Jeroen Van Nes
Liesbeth Versteegh FS’89
Marc ’87 and Charlotte Warnod
Karen (Lancaster) ’64 and Alex Wellford
Edie (White) ’67 and Lamont Wiltsee
John Wilkins ’68

Participants

We look forward to seeing even more alums at the next reunion in 2010! 
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Alumni  Updates

February 9. From left: Bobby (Boris) Pavlov ’10, Elitza Katsarska ’10, Kalin
Krusteff ’02, Tsvety Kostadinova ’02, Michail Sougarev ’99, Monika
Gueorguieva ’04, Randy Vener, AUP Financial Aid Officer

Upcoming 
A lumni  Events

2008

Wednesday, October 22: 
Mexico City, Mexico
A First!

Wednesday, November 5: 
Amex Café, Paris
Young Alumni Happy Hour

Early November: Kuwait

Late November: Brussels

Early December: Miami, FL
Atlanta, GA

2009

January: London

February: Los Angeles and San Francisco, CA

March:  Hong Kong, China
Another First!

New York C i ty  

Ar ts  Arena S i lent  Auct ion  Ju ly  15
Special thanks to Christine Allen, Jill Loomis, Lynn Richardson

Sof ia , Bu lgar ia

Janie Scher, Trustee Liz Schiff ’64 Margery Safir, guest, Mary Kelly, Arts Arena Advisory Board
member Sean Kelly

Arts Arena Advisory Board member
Chuck Muckenfuss, Christine Allen ’98

Suzann Thresher Garzon ’68, Prof. Roy Rosenstein, Juliette
Pelletier ’90

Roshni Karwal ’94, Lynn Richardson ’01, Jill Loomis FS ’82

Elise Marafioti ’03 Prof. Margery Arent Safir, Director AUP
Arts Arena
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The Flash Info has grown up! Those of you on our electronic
mailing list will have (or should have) received the new Alumni
eNewsletter that was sent on September 5. In its new format, the
eNews will provide regular updates on happenings around
campus, and international alumni events as well as highlighting
projects, research, and people in the greater AUP Community.
More of our communication will be by e-mail in the future.
If you did not receive the first issue but would like to, please make
sure that: 
■ the office of Alumni Affairs has your current e-mail address
■ you have okayed alumni@aup.edu (or .fr) as a “friend” who has
permission to contact your email address
■ e-mails sent from AUP are not routed to your junk/spam box.
If you know other alums who would like to be in contact with the
University, please direct them our way. 

Young A lumni  Networ k

Are you a recent – or perhaps a not-so-recent –
graduate and feel that you aren’t (yet...) part of the
“older crowd”? Do you want to keep your ties to
AUP but think that you never see your friends and
classmates at Alumni Events? Chloé (Hayim)
Radojkovic ’02 and Joumana Hassan ’04 have
changed all that by creating the Young Alumni
Network open to alumni and former students who
attended AUP within the last 15 years. If you are
anywhere near the Paris area, come join their bi-
monthly socials. There is no excuse to not be there!

This initiative is not limited to Paris. As the name
implies, it is a network open to younger alumni
around the world. If you would like to start such a
group in another city, let us know.

(Un)LinkedIn.com – Alumni Groups(s) Unite!
Many of you are members of LinkedIn, the professional networking site. In order to
facilitate alumni communication and because, until recently, the site had no group
directory, three dynamic and enthusiastic alums took the initiative to start. . . three different AUP Alumni groups! It’s a super
idea that fills the obvious need for an online University Community.

Our thanks to all three group managers for their wonderful initiatives. However. . . in the interest of promoting contacts and
networking, it would be best for everyone to be under the same umbrella. To this end, we suggest joining the group called,
The American University of Paris Alumni Association, created by Eric Rosevear ’78. Currently, it is the largest of the three and
it is the only one for which membership is being vetted by the Office of Alumni Affairs. Thus you can be sure that members
are indeed linked to your University.

(Ed note: There is another group called “Linked American University Alumni” – that, according to the group founder Sam
Bazzi, was started to bring together alumni and staff of every “American university” worldwide: Washington, DC, Paris,
Beirut, Athens, etc. It is another good way to network internationally.)

AUP Book Store
The AUP Book Store furnishes books and supplies
to current students but is also open to the greater
AUP Community. University merchandise: t-shirts,
sports tops, sweatshirts, mugs, and publications by
AUP professors and staff are available for purchase
by e-mail, phone, or fax. The Staff will gladly help
you find the items(s) you want and ship them. An
on-line catalogue and ordering facility are not
possible due to restrictions set by French law. 

bookstore@aup.edu. 
10bis, rue Amélie
75007 Paris
(33 1) 40 62 05 92

Volunteers – AUP Needs You!
What better way to reconnect with classmates and friends than to
become a Class Representative? And what better way to contact
other AUP-ers around your area than to be a Regional
Representative? We are seeking volunteers to fill one or both roles
and thus help spearhead alumni networking efforts, broaden the
reach of the AUP Annual Fund, and coordinate reunion activity.
With all of us scattered by the four winds, people ‘on the ground’
around the world can make a positive contribution to the University
by acting as a link between their friends or neighbors and AUP. The
Office of University Advancement is putting together a volunteer
handbook outlining the Do’s and Don’ts so no-one has to reinvent
the wheel. Not too overwhelming and should be lots of fun.

Let us know if you are interested. 
alumni@aup.edu

Office of Alumni Affairs: (+33 (0)1 40 62 05 87

aupalumni
eNewsletter
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One of the great things about attending the AUP Global
Alumni Weekend last April was seeing how diverse
the school student body remains. This was the case

thirty years ago when I attended ACP and will, no doubt,
remain true for future generations. In fact, for many of us,
studying at ACP/AUP put us on a path to an international
career; in my case journalism. I am currently posted to
Jerusalem, where I am the correspondent for Voice of
America, providing radio, video and
Internet reports to an international
audience that accesses VOA in 40
languages. 

The French I studied at ACP got me sent
to Haiti, where I covered two political
coups, and the associated turmoil that
accompanies such events. The courses I
took piqued my interest in the conflict
between Israelis and Palestinians that I
now cover. 

I remember vividly the excitement when
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat landed
in Israel more than 30 years ago on his
historic trip here. Heated discussions erupted between
students who supported his visit and those who didn’t. The
debate spilled out into cafés after class and lasted for weeks.
Last year, when Israelis marked the thirtieth anniversary of the
Sadat visit, memories of those passionate student arguments
surfaced and I realized how little has changed since then. As I
was reminded by professors and students during the Alumni
Weekend, studying and discussing the minutia of Middle East
policy and diplomacy is still an everyday occurrence at AUP.
Surely, there are at least a few current students who, like me,
will find themselves involved in the region in one way or
another during their professional lives. 

I was posted to Jerusalem in September 2005, just after Israel’s
disengagement from the Gaza Strip. In the nearly three years
I’ve worked here, I’ve covered the end of that disengagement,
the collapse of Ariel Sharon, the Hamas victory in Palestinian
legislative elections, Israeli elections, and several major political
scandals. I was on the front lines during Israel’s Second
Lebanon War and I witnessed the violence that erupted in the
Gaza Strip after the Palestinian factions Hamas and Fatah
could not resolve their differences. I’ve covered two US
presidential visits to the region, the US sponsored revival of
peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians and their
subsequent failure to make any progress, and nearly 20 visits
to the region by US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.
Israel’s 60th anniversary, celebrated with pride and some
ambivalence in Israel and bitterness and recrimination in the

Palestinian territories, served as a sort of bookend to my time
here. Anniversaries are about the only opportunities in the
news business that you get to look back at what you’ve
covered in a particular area. They are convenient markers
between past, present, and future. 

Looking back on my three years here I’m still amazed at the
dynamism of Israel. It’s the fastest moving society I’ve ever
worked in. It’s a country full of young people who excel at

problem-solving and doing so in the fastest
way possible. Just driving down Route 4 past
the high tech businesses from around the world
that have established operations here you get a
sense of what makes Israel a success. Israelis,
like no other people I’ve met, look to the future.
I believe that most Israelis see History as a
waste of time. It’s painful for them and it serves
no purpose. The future is what is important
here. 

By contrast many Palestinians, of all ages and
classes, look to the past that they see as a
golden age when they lived in a paradise of
orange groves and bucolic villages. For the

middle and upper classes the past is also a lost cosmopolitan
and cultured world of shared Mediterranean values that
stretched from Alexandria to Aleppo. Their current existence
as a displaced people suffering under a military occupation
distinguished by its petty cruelties has left many – especially
the young – with one overriding preoccupation: emigration
(preferably to Europe or the United States). Palestinians see no
future in their ancestral land. It amazes me that Palestinians
usually remain gracious and inclusive in spite of their all-
consuming bitterness over their current situation. 

You get a sense of these profound differences where it counts,
in all – too brief – interactions with negotiators from both
sides who are trying to fashion, by the end of this year, some
sort of framework for a peace agreement – an effort now
regarded by nearly all participants as futile. Israelis involved in
the process shake their heads at the obstinacy and seeming
inability of Palestinians to recognize facts on the ground, while
Palestinians seethe at Israeli high-handedness and
unwillingness to relinquish seized territory on which they
continue to build even as the two sides meet. 

Palestinians want Israelis to recognize what they feel is the
essential justice of their cause. Israelis want Palestinians to see
the reality on the ground and move on with their lives so that
both sides can coexist. There is no entente here. Land is more
important than peace. 

I’ve worked in conflict zones ranging from Sri Lanka to
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1960s
Bennett Wright ’67: “San Marino High
School paid tribute to Bennett with a
celebratory musical revue followed by a
gala dinner upon her retirement after a
33-year career within the Visual and
Performing Arts Department. Ms. Wright
began her journey at SMHS in 1974 as
technical director of the drama
department. In 1986, she was named head
of the Drama Department. As the drama
teacher, she has more than 150
productions to her credit. Each year,
besides teaching a full course load of
drama and stagecraft, she directed and
produced a minimum of four or five
productions. Bennett also personally
provided technical assistance for all of the
performing arts productions as well as all
school and community events held at the
high school. Hers has been a true labor of
love. Beyond the hundreds of annual
production hours, Bennett has mentored
hundreds of students, encouraging
potential theatrical actors and
technicians.” Courtesy of Jean Studt
Gunnell ’66

Marc Groothaert ’68: “While browsing
the Internet I came across a story about
Lloyd DeLamater which in turn reminded
me of my days at AUP (then ACP) that I
attended between 1966 and 1968 and
then stayed on for a couple of years to
help Lloyd and Marie with some student
affairs matters. This was 40 years ago and
I fondly remember my years in Paris and
would be delighted to find out the
whereabouts of some long lost friends! I
earned my degree from the University of
Southern California in 1973. I then joined a
trainee program with the Bank of America
in 1974 while I also completed my MBA in
night courses at Golden State University,
San Francisco. I stay with BoA until 1988
working in their London (Middle East and
Africa desk), Moscow and Geneva offices.
I actually opened the Geneva branch and
remained VP and General Manager until I
left to join Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
& Cie (private bankers since 1796.) I am
currently a partner in their holding group
and continue to live in Switzerland. I
would love to hear from fellow ACP
classmates!”

Jalaledin Ebrahim ’68: “I am living and
working in Santa Barbara, CA as a Family
Facilitator for a non-profit community-
based organization. The “wrapround
program” is designed to transition “at risk”
kids on probation or in residential
placement back into their biological or
foster homes. I have almost completed the

3000 clinical hours required to take the
state licensure exams as a marriage and
family therapist. I am in the second year
of a doctoral program in Depth
Psychotherapy. The focus of my doctoral
dissertation will be “Towards an Integral
Psychology of Islam.” I am blogging some
aspects of my research at
http://jalaledin.blogspot.com.

1970s
Karen Knorr ’74 held an exhibit of her
photography at the Musée de la Chasse,
Paris, last spring. “Fables”, also the title of
her book, used digital technology to
explore the relationship between man and
beast and blur the distinction between
culture and nature. Examples of her work
can be seen at
www.oncotton.co.uk/knorr/.

Seana “Joan” McGee ’74 is back in
touch! She earned her B.S. in journalism at
Boston University before rejoining her
ACP copains in Paris for two years then
moving with them to New York City.
She and her husband, Maurice Taylor,
enjoyed a year-long honeymoon traveling
around the world, then landed and
resided in Singapore for most of the ’90s.
Practicing psychotherapists, authors,
lecturers and radio hosts specializing in
relationships, they have been working
internationally with couples as a team for
20 years (www.newcouple.com).
Today they love life on their floating home
in Sausalito, California with their
Singaporean cat, “Xoco.” Seana is very
eager to reconnect with her ACP friends
in the Bay Area and elsewhere!

Marc Rossell ’74 recently moved the 25-
lawyer Latin American practice, including
the Mexico City office from his old firm,
Thacher Proffitt & Wood LLP, to
Chadbourne & Parke LLP, a New York
City-based global law firm with 13 offices
worldwide.

Vivian Swift ’77: has written and
illustrated with over 300 line drawings

Au CourantKashmir to Afghanistan and now Israel and the
Palestinian territories. There isn’t a day that goes
by that I don’t use what I learned at ACP – and
only part of it has to do with what I learned in
class. 

Two of my classmates were Cambodians who
shared with us unbelievable stories, then largely
unreported, of atrocities in their tragic land.
Another student was preparing to enter the Iraqi
Army upon his return to Baghdad. One was
attending ACP to avoid being drafted into the
South African Army. A Palestinian classmate used
to argue passionately with an American student
who was planning to immigrate to Israel. A Greek
student was on the run from authorities for his
involvement in political violence at home. A Turkish
woman classmate went on to a distinguished career
in her country’s diplomatic service. A Bolivian
friend, who graduated with me two years later from
American University, in Washington, DC, went on
to a career in international economics. The
Americans I knew ranged from heiresses to some
of America’s great fortunes to ex-US servicemen
studying on the GI Bill. 

I’ve lost touch with most of these people but I’ve
never forgotten them. Each contributed to
forming my awareness of the world. At social
gatherings in such places as New Delhi, Kabul,
Port-au-Prince, Miami, or Jerusalem – places I’ve
lived in, or spent considerable time in – I am
sometimes reminded of how similar they are to
parties I attended at ACP. Most students and
alumni have this same feeling about the school:
it’s perhaps the one place in their lives where they
shared a common ground with people their age
from all over the world. It’s a valuable experience
that few get to have and it is one that resonates
for the rest of our lives. ▲

For more than 25 years, Jim Teeple ‘76 has
been a correspondent, news anchor, and

producer at the Voice of America, a US
funded broadcasting service in more than 40

languages. He has just wrapped up a three-
year assignment as VOA’s Jerusalem

Correspondent. He held similar jobs in New
Delhi, Miami, and Washington, DC. 

He has traveled extensively. 

After studying at AUP, Jim graduated from
American University in Washington, DC. He
can be contacted at jlteeple@hotmail.com or

at jteeple@voanews.com
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and watercolors her first book, a
travel memoir entitled, When
Wanderers Cease to Roam. It
includes many reminiscences of
living and traveling in France,
along with stories of her
adventures in Africa, the Middle
East, and South America. The
book also chronicles the 10 years
she spent observing domestic life
on the Long Island Sound, NY.
The publication date is Nov. 2 
but the book can already be 
pre-ordered on
www.BarnesandNoble.com.
Vivian would love to hear from

other AUP writers – (as would
the Alumni Office.)

1980s
Kathy (Nance) Heshelow ’82
published her second book in
September 2008. Entitled
“Investing in Oil & Gas: the ABC’s
of DPPs (Direct Participation
Programs)”, it evolved from a
book about investment
opportunities into one about the
state of oil and gas and what
everyone should be aware of in
the decades to come. Her first

book about specialized
commercial real estate is now in
its 3rd edition (www.ticbook.
com). Kathy is on the board of her
securities broker-dealer, CapWest
Securities, and is President of
Legacy Real Estate & Investments,
residing in sunny Florida.

Christophe Angebault ’86 and
Armèle Lescure ’92: “We now
live in Lagos, Nigeria with our 3
daughters Aloïs, Gloria and Ina.
(web page on www.angebault.
com.) François Angebault ’92,
my brother, lives in Hong Kong.”

Margot Borden’86: “After 20
years of practice as a
psychotherapist my activity has
recently evolved into corporate
consulting for a Fortune 100
corporation. My approach involves
profiling consumers from an
integral perspective (body, mind,
soul, spirit, nature, society)
leading to corporate solutions that
wake up and nourish the call to an
existence with greater meaning
and congruence. This work is a
step further in the recent trend
toward sustainable development.
In the last year I have given public

Opening Frame:

A pitch black, moonless night in
the Florida Straights. In the
distance the sound of rowing is
heard as well as the sound of a
radio searching for a station. The
rowing gets louder as a rowboat
with a couple of lit gas lanterns and
what appears to be a load of
refugees comes into frame…

And that is how my story begins,
the story of a young Cuban
refugee. Yes, yes, like those you see
on the news with outstretched
hands, longing for America like a
glass of fresh water. (I feel a song
coming on! “I want to live in
America, washing machine in
America, everything free in
America….” – I digress, but not too
far from the truth – plus it’s good
for effect). Luckily my Father, on
whose shoulders I stand, stopped
rowing when we got to the Florida
Keys and it’s a good thing because
the next stop would have been
Jersey City, New Jersey – (YIKES!
Stop Dad! Stop rowing! It is pretty
here! … Poor Jersey, always getting
a bad rap when it is actually a
lovely place. Oh well, it’s that effect
thing again.)

As it turned out, we only stayed in
Florida for a short time before
ending up in Brooklyn. Oh, and as
a child of five, how well I
remember the day that I stepped
off the plane and onto the tarmac
(yes, the tarmac, it was a long time
ago) in my cute little shorts and
short sleeved shirt. It was what I’m
sure most New Yorkers would have

considered a lovely spring
morning. For me, however, it was
more like the Arctic. “Mom, what
were you thinking? It is *&@%!
cold!!!!” Of course, at five you think
your parents know everything but
what did my mom, that beautiful
tropical woman, know about cold?

The “Brooklyn Period”, also known
in the family as my father’s “Blue
Period” - very dark blue - came to a
quick six-month end. Cuba/
Brooklyn!?! Cuba/Brooklyn!!?! It
was a big change that Dad could
not handle so we high-tailed back
to the tropics. Ultimately, Miami is
where I grew up as a typical
Cuban-American kid. You can
substitute Cuban with any other
nationality. We refugees all have
the same dreams and we continue
to land on US shores even if this
country, at the moment, has lost
some of its “magic.”

Then at age 17 or 18 and somewhat
lost, an angel by the name of Dr.
Vitale, my Italian teacher in my
first year of college, stepped into
my life. Dr. Vitale recognized
something in me, befriended me,
and understood that I needed to
get out of Dodge City or Miami or
wherever. He said, “If you ever
need to talk, come see me,” and so
one day I did. As I cried and
blubbered, he sat quietly filling in
an application. He asked if my
parents could send me to France
and that night he spoke to my
father. A few months later I was on
a Pan Am flight (I said it was a long
time ago) to Paris with a
connection to Aix-en-Provence
where I spent one of the most
memorable years of my young life.
I thought I was Siddhartha! Really I
did! I devoured that little book. It
actually was where I started my

spiritual journey in life, the one that
I am still on.

The following year I found myself
sitting in the café of what was then
ACP and quickly making friends.
Oh my God how wonderful it was!
“You’re from Kenya? Wow! And
you’re from Hungary? And you’re
from Iran? And you’re from Côte
d’Ivoire? (Where’s that?) Hey, I’m
Cuban…well, American… no wait
Cuban… oh whatever – I could be
from both!” I could be who I truly
am because everyone else was just
as different, strange, and exotic! I
loved it! Thanks Dad, Mom, Dr.
Vitale, God!, I had found a home!

I could go on and on about my
eye-opening four years at ACP
(OK, fine! AUP): how much I
learned about the world and my
place in it, how scared I was of
Madame Hutt!, how wonderful Dr.
Stuart was to me. The friends I
made are still friends to this day.
Incredible memories.

After graduation, my first job was
as a technical translator in La
Défense. Then I worked for Club
Med which allowed me to wander
the world for awhile. After many
years of avoiding the return home,
it was time to go back. One year in
Atlanta, five years in Miami, nine
years in D.C., and 10 years in New
York – a city that I love as much as
Paris. Then I landed in the last
place that I ever thought to be,
California. I tool around Beverly
Hills in my little convertible,
making a living as an actor and
waiting for “My Break”! Ah yes, the
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The “crossing”. Jorge is the child lying in the middle. His father is sitting in the
back waving.



lectures in India, France and the
US. I also teach two courses at
Antioch McGregor University and
continue my psychotherapy
practice in Paris.” 

Kathleen Flaherty ’86 lives in
Los Angeles and works within the
entertainment community as a
publicist. She runs her own
entertainment marketing / public
relations firm, K21 Communications.
K21 help brands navigate the world
of entertainment and pop culture
by using non-traditional marketing
solutions such as event marketing,
celebrity/influencer marketing and
outreach, product integration,

sponsorships and PR. “I spend a lot
of time with major brands and
celebrities. It’s a complete blast
and I feel really lucky. My years at
AUP prepared me well!” After
college, she traveled quite a bit –
spent time at ABC-TV in New
York, took an extended trip around
the world and then moved to San
Francisco where her career began
as a publicist within the high-tech
industry during the dot-com
boom. High on her priorities
now….. “I get home to Boston
often, as I have four little nieces
and nephews there! I also spent
this past July in Paris. As always –
it felt like home.”

Alyssa Hinton FS’86 will be
showing her mixed media
composites at the East End Gallery
in Carrboro, NC until the end of
September. “Awaking”, intricate
photo collage narratives, explores
the folklore and history
surrounding her southeastern
Indian roots. You can see more at
http://www.alyssahinton.com.

Olivier Merenda ’86 and his
family now reside near Lausanne,
Switzerland. Olivier
simultaneously works as an
Independent Management
Consultant, as Director of Timaios
International Ltd (a 3rd party
marketer to institutional investors)
and as a Partner in a Biotech
enterprise. Olivier’s complete
profile is available on LinkedIn and
he always welcomes opportunities
to network with colleagues in
these fields.

Lauren McClure FS’87 is back
to being single and lives in Tampa,
FL. She works for Triad Digital
Media (a Wal-Mart advertising
agency) as a producer of online
media programs. She would love
to hear from other AUP-ers in her
area! innovari@earthlink.net

Elizabeth Vigil ’88: “I will be
getting married on October 11,
2008 on the beach on St. George
Island, Florida to Kenneth
Alexander Walker. We hope to
start a family this year too! I am
getting used to my new Atlanta
area surroundings where the Civil
War trails in the nearby Kennesaw
Mountain Park are fabulous. I
work in sales out of my home.” 

1990s
Juliette Pelletier ’90 founder of
Reflect-Arts (www.reflect-
arts.com) writes that her
company is dedicated to “creating
events to give artists opportunities
to exhibit, showcase performers,
and develop audiences in unique
venues around the world.” To this
end, her site currently lists a US
national call for artists to submit
works on the theme, “Aliens and
Zombies” and an international call
for works on the theme,
“Landscapes/Dreamscapes”. An
exhibit of Juliette’s art, “Past into
Present: Visual Chronicles” will be
showing at the Garibaldi-Meucci
Museum on Staten Island, NY as
of Sept. 26.

Jane Hampson ’91: “After a
number of years working in
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last place I ever thought I would
be. Los Angeles? Get out of here!
It wasn’t even part of my
consciousness.

And who the hell is Beverly
anyway? Beverly Hills, Beverly
Glen, Beverly Center, Beverly
Wood. Beverly, Beverly, Beverly!
Who was this chick that every
place was named after her? I mean
really… how big were those hills?
These are the deep questions that I
pondered as I gazed at the city
through my roofless car. Well, my
friends, you are lucky because now
you, too, will know who Beverly
was. The story is good dinner
conversation if you find yourself in
Los Angeles. Few Angelinos know
the answer.

Sorry to disappoint, but there was

no Beverly… It turns out that in
1900, Burton E. Green bought this
area for the Amalgamated Oil
Company. He had read an article
about Beverly Farms, MA and
thought the name pretty. When he
suggested the name Beverly Hills
to his associates they agreed.
Perhaps more interestingly,
however, before the movie
industry made Beverly Hills
famous, before Amalgamated Oil
arrived, Beverly Hills had a rich
and colorful past - including being
owned by a powerful Afro-Latina
feminist before California was a
state. You see, Beverly Hills had
one of the few things that
southern California lacks - water!
The rain water would collect in the
canyons and trickle down to what
is now Will Rodgers Park at the

intersection of Sunset Boulevard
and, you guessed it, Beverly Drive.
This little triangle in front of the
Beverly Hills Hotel was a sacred
site for the indigenous people but
is a rather busy crossroads today.
Its original name was Gathering of
the Water or El Rodeo de las
Aguas in Spanish.

And there you have it, the story of
a young Cuban Boy and the truth
about Beverly Hills. From a dark,
moonless night in the Florida
Straights to dashing from audition
to audition in my little convertible
in sunny Los Angeles. And yes,
between the two were those
delicious years in France where I
learned to like the person I am and
that, in a big way, made me the
person that I am today. Merci ma
Belle France! Tu seras toujours
dans mon coeur! A bientôt. I can’t
wait to slowly meander through
your beautiful streets once more,
always finding a surprise at each
turn, just like my life!

Jorge Alvarez ’82 lives between
NYC and LA. He has appeared in
American sitcoms such as “Til’
Death” and “The Sopranos”. His
LA stage performances earned him
a nomination for an Ovation
Award. He hopes to be cast in the
hit TV show “Pushing Daisies”.
You may recognize him from
various TV advertisements:
McDonalds, NY Lotto, Cigulair,
American Express, etc.

The Stor y of a Cuban Refugee

Jorge, right, with his brother at their parent’s 60th Wedding Anniversary.



Indonesia, I’m living in the
Northern Territory of Australia
where I work as a freelance
journalist and communication
consultant... and I still draw on the
contacts made as an intern at the
International Herald Tribune.”

David McCaslin ’91: “I thought
my fellow alumni would get a kick
out of the fact that I have become
president of Cal-Northern School
of Law, in addition to my normal
activities as an attorney.”

Ross Pruden ’91 was pleased to
see his daughter, Zoë Elianna
Harris Pruden, turn 1 in April... and
see her start walking at her own
birthday party! Ross is heavily
involved in the movie business,
and been signed on as writer for a
million dollar feature telling the
true story of an obscure Mexican
artist; the project has a planned
release for 2010. You can find Ross
on Facebook, Myspace,
IMDB.com, and LinkedIn.

Arnaud Collery ’92 (Continuing
Education Law certificate): “I have
been an actor/producer in Los
Angeles for the last 4 years - and
am the first French comedian ever
to make it in America. This
summer I will be in Season 6 of
Last Comic Standing, the biggest
competition of stand-up
comedians. I have just moved to
China where I will be shooting a
film and will participate in the
European Training Manager
Program in Beijing offered by the
Chinese Government and the
European Union to a few selected

individuals across Europe
www.thefrenchcomedian.
com.”

Robert Scharf ’92: “Living a
good life with my family in rural
Vermont and attending law school
- two more years...”

Jena Starkes ’94: lives in New
York City and runs a small creative
services agency and Web shop,
Peniferella Creative
(www.peniferella.com). Her
first feature documentary,
“Heaven-O” is currently making
the rounds on the festival circuit.

Jean-Christophe Bieselaar ’95
was one of the three speakers at a
workshop organized by the School
of Psychology and Counseling of
Regent University (USA) on the
topic “Connecting Across Borders:
Skills for Relating Internationally”
in April. He was also invited in
May by the Forum Culturel
Protestant (Paris) to be the main
speaker at a conference on “The
Spiritual Legacy of the Cultural
Revolution of May 1968 and its
impact on French Protestantism”.

Jean-Ralph Perillon ’95: “I
recently joined the number one
video game publisher called
Activision as a Senior Manager for
Licensing and Business
Development. I moved out of
New York City and back to Los
Angeles where I used to live from
2001 to 2003.”

Melany Krangle ’96 recently
moved from the U.K. to Chesières,
Switzerland.

Celia (Sticht) Wieland ’99:
“My husband Volker and I enjoyed
spending his sabbatical at Stanford
University for nine months. It was
lovely seeing some familiar faces at
the AUP Alumni event in San
Francisco this year! I have
transferred my freelance economic
consulting into launching my own
company in Frankfurt, Germany.
“Wieland EconConsult”
communicates economic analysis
in the areas of documentation,
translation, and event
management (www.wieland-
econconsult. com) and is
growing steadily.”

2000s
Matthew Miceli FS’00 founded
JetSet Elite in 2005 with friend
Philippe Theodore who he met
while at AUP. The company is for
young professionals looking for
non-traditional vacations with a
strong nightlife component. JetSet
Elite hosts its first annual Puma
Elite Invitational golf tournament
at Cap Cana in the Dominican
Republic, October 23rd-26th.
(www.jetsetelite.com).

Daniel Raillant-Clark ’01 spent
the summer in Paris and has
moved to Montréal at the rentrée
to join his husband.

Yuvan Beejadhur ’02 is leaving
Geneva for good, after having
taught international relations at
the University and worked with
the United Nations. Yuvan is
moving to his dream city, New
York, to take up an appointment
with the World Bank Group
(External Affairs, Communications
and United Nations Affairs). He
looks forward to catching up with
AUP friends based in NYC and
surroundings.

Natalie Frederic ’02 is busy in
Paris creating art works under the
name Immacula. Her exhibit of
portraits will be on exhibit until
October 25 at Galerie Harmis
www.harmis.fr.

Michail Sougarev ’02 currently
lives in Sofia, Bulgaria and works
for Nokia Siemens Networks as a 

Project Manager for the
Consulting and Systems
Integration BU.

Anna Amin ’04: “Greets from
down under! I finished my BA at
AUP in International
Communications in 2004, then
worked and traveled for a while
before moving to Australia. I have
just recently completed my
Master’s Degree in Journalism at
the University of Sydney. I am
intending to stay here where,
among other jobs, I am currently
working as a freelance journalist.”

Laurent Backx ’04: “I’m living
between Beverly Hills and Paris.
After graduation I worked for UBS
in Paris and after that Saipem in
St. Quentin (Les Yvelines). I
married another AUP alum, Anne
Marie Chagoury ’04.

Bahman Sheikholeslami ’04:
“I am an MBA student at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. My concentration is
in Finance and IT. I will graduate
in May 2009.”

Johanna Wedin’04 is enjoying a
singing career with musical
partner Dorian Dumont as MAI.
They recently toured Sweden in a
mini concert series. To find out
more: www.whoismai.com or 
http://www.myspace.com/
ilovemai. 

Olivier C. Laurent ’05: “Since
January 2008, I have been the
News Editor for the British Journal
of Photography, a 150-year old
weekly magazine. I report on the
photographic industry,
photojournalists and war
photographers, and cover photo
festivals in New York, Paris,
Perpignan, Amman, etc. I still live
in London, UK.”

Jennifer Rose MA’07: “I was
recently promoted at the Organic
Trade Association (OTA), where I
interned following my graduate
studies at AUP. My new title is
New Media Manager. OTA’s
mission is to promote and protect
the growth of organic trade to
benefit the environment, farmers,
the public and the economy
(www.ota.com).
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