


SGA Senate Minutes for 12 April 2017  
Taken by USC Communications Director Jasmine Paul 

 
12:10 - Attendance taken, quorum met (16/19) ; Senate begins 
12:12 - Moving Graduate presentation of Constitutional amendments to next week 
12:14 - ACC Presentation and Budget Request 

● Re-absorbing unspent allocations from clubs 
● Pass the Tech requesting 240€ for guest speaker 

○ April 19 in C-102 at 19:00 
○ Speaker to talk about Kenya and Volunteerism 
○ Round trip train ticket from Lille and refreshments for event 
○ Motion to allocate 240€ 

■ Motion passed and budget approved 
● Literature department requesting 20€ for open house 

○ Refreshments 
○ Motion to allocate 20€ 

■ Motion passed and budget approved 
● Danica Cortez requesting 140€ for Spoken Word Night 

○ Refreshments for the next two nights 
○ Successful first night 
○ Tomorrow, April 13th and April 27 
○ Motion to allocate 140€ 

■ Motion passed and budget allocated 
12:23 - Social Committee Presentation 

● Past events: Evolution of Courts 
○ LinkedIn workshop 
○ The New Paris book launch 
○ Psychology in light of the Middle East book launch 

● Future events: Georgian ambassador to France - Thursday, April 13  
○ Vernissage of Pussy Grabs Back - Thursday, April 13 
○ Statistics in Psychological Research - Thursday, April 13 
○ Spoken Word Night - Thursday, April 13 
○ Climate Change Guest Lecture - Tuesday, April 13 

12:26 - Announcements and New Business 
● Updates in Constitution 

○ Graduate students who entered their positions later - given the opportunity now to 
edit their portions of the Constitution 

● Elections - if you are planning to run, apply online this Sunday before 17:00 
○ Speech night is the following Tuesday 



○ Results on Friday, April 21 
○ Less voting booths if unecessary 

● Update on World’s Fair 
○ Francesca: Meetings with individuals for tables 
○ 20 tables ordered 
○ Need advertising!!! 

12:37 - Senate Task Force 
● Reflections and improvements for the remaining year and next year 
● Danica - Outside of regular, necessary Senate tasks, create more time to gather as 

Senators, maybe work on events all semester as committee 
○ Senate-led forum for entire student body 

■ Big event in the beginning of the year to compile list to work on 
○ Regular intervals of practicing with planning events 

● Hunter - If we’re going to have another impeachment process, we need another session 
for it to prepare - too sudden in one session 

● Francesca - Voting - on ballot, need photo and little bio next to their ballot name 
● Marly - When we have allocated people to committees and subcommittees, set goals on a 

trello board to show everyone’s progress and to keep everyone on track - account for and 
touch base with 

● Keti - Bonding trip - should be done in the beginning of the semester - actually bond 
before Senate - executives plan ahead and come to first Senate session prepared 

○ Elections - when arrived, had no idea what student government was ; it’s a mostly 
American system. Most people don’t know how this works. Maybe department 
heads could help by obliging students to attend an event like Speech Night for 
student involvement, events in the beginning of the semester per department like 
mini-speech night or mini-open house 

○ Francesca - not enough opportunity for Freshmen to get involved ; maybe 
under-position / taskforce 

○ Marly - freshman involvement is a two-way street ; many seemed uninterested in 
general 

○ Khalid - Orientation week at Maison de la Chimie - SGA speak to new students 
■ Maria - teach the Student Advisors more about SGA to spread the word 

○ Soyoung - was a student advisor and had no idea what Senate was 
■ Make an introduction video about what each position does, what SGA is 

about - show during orientation week 
○ Keti - not only freshman - upperclassmen might have missed their freshman 

opportunity but can still get involved later 
● Rosie - Executives Prepare - Bonding Trip before Town Hall - Follow up 
● Francesca - you can lead a horse to water but you can’t make it drink 



● Danica - Senate handles academic and departmental issues ; Freshman / other class task 
forces might solve important issues outside of departments 

● Cameron - what about a big calendar? Public space - Combes gallery 
○ Keti - maybe install an advertising screen - Ex: “this Friday - World’s Fair” and 

show photos from World’s Fair - promotion and advertisement, more visible 
● Khalid - SGA introduction before or at town hall idea 
● Callia - easy to come to Senate once a week then forget about our position for the rest of 

the week ; maybe dedicate more time to work together for SGA - become more 
representative of SGA at AUP 

○ Help of the sub-committees - meet outside of Senate 
● Ciat - have one Senate session like THIS one around once a month to discuss 
● Riki - Announcements in-class with permission of professors 

○ In-person announcement ; people get to know the Senator - more representative 
○ Senator enthusiasm for events to encourage - negativity does not inspire others 

● Francesca - weekly updates at AUP - Gateway requires to click to open and unclear page 
○ Clear list without noise - short, simple, brief information about events 

● Maria - will organize these notes into more concise discussion points for later - asking to 
continue these goals and to continue these tasks 

● Khalid - where to put Artistic Freedom paintings? SD hallway, Grenelle basement 
● Ciat - a while back, SGA did an event with ARC and Writing Lab “SGA Study Night” 

with department professors and tutoring 
13:30 - Senate adjourned 
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