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Bastille Day / 14 July Holiday Notes 
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Paris Cultural Activities 
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Witch Wear:  
Witches have traditionally been depicted as the hag or the femme fatale, and their clothing has 
matched the stereotypes. Much research has been conducted on the origin of the witch's 
accessories, such as the hat, broom, decorative poppets, and jewelry.  A lack of attire - a fashion 
statement in itself - was common in the depictions of the witch as a young seductress. However, 
couture has reappropriated witch attire on the fashion runway. Beginning with the iconic Kate 
�0�R�V�V���L�Q���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H���6�L�W�E�R�Q�¶�V���E�O�D�F�N���G�U�H�V�V�����S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���K�D�W�����D�Q�G���D���O�R�Q�J���F�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H���D�V���D���Z�D�Q�G���L�Q���������������$�I�W�H�U��
discovering he was related to the Salem witch Elizabeth Howe, Alexander McQueen designed a 
runway dress in 2008 to honor her story. This shifting narrative will compare additional 
contemporary depictions with historic art history images. 
 
 

Kathryn Turley -Sonne has a Ph.D. in Humanities with a certificate in Museum Studies, a 
�P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���L�Q���/�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���D���E�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H in English and Composition and Rhetoric. 
She teaches various honors and regular English and Interdisciplinary Studies courses at Cypress 
College (Cypress, California), where she is a full professor. Turley-Sonne is also the Director of 
the Campus Honors Program, the Service-Learning Center, a Puente faculty, Study Abroad 
faculty, and an assistant curator at the campus art gallery. In addition, she is on the Bader + 
Simon Gallery board, working on exhibits in London, NYC, and Westport, CT, where she is the 
head of the MoCA Gives Back Program and founder of Club203, a social and arts-oriented 
program for neurodiverse adults. 
 
ksonne@cypresscollege.edu 
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Abstract 

 

Fashions have been pointing out the present as always in flux, as a river of constant change. Rather than 

emphasizing a precarious state, fashions seem to reveal a kind of pointless, eternal present, where constant 

evolution joins unpredictable destination. In this paper, I hold that theories of organizations need to 

counterbalance the emphasis on fashions to go beyond this eternal present. Therefore, I introduce an 

underexplored conceptual counterbalance of fashion: eschaton. Fashion focuses organizational analysis on 

change and degree of conformity. In order to better align with widely accepted social norms, organizations 

change to conform to the categorical imperative (Zuckerman, 1999). In order to create space for new 

fashions to emerge, organizations promote perpetual change (Kotter 2014). Eschaton represents the opposite 

view. Eschaton, from the old Greek word meaning �³the ultimate end� ,́ focuses on the destination of 

organizations. By looking at the Ende of organizations, referring upon Benjamin�¶s meaning of the German 

word, organizations see themselves as players for the destiny of society, either utopian or dystopian, rather 

than for its simple evolution.  

This paper is structured in three parts. First, I delve into the two concepts. I discuss how the fashion 

perspective builds upon the �³principle of accuracy�  ́(Cacciari, 2022) where organizations, and the involved 

human beings, only engage in the effective organization of resources, including themselves, via the diffusion 

of efficient practices and the calculation of compromises among extant interests. This organizational 

calculative effort reduces the world to a meaningless though accurate organization of the progress where 

fashions play the role of ceremonies to celebrate the domination of organizing and the magnifiche sorti e 

progressive of perpetual change (Kotter, 2014) and ideal organizational forms (Eberhart et al., 2022). 

Second, I highlight two distinct implications of the counterbalance between fashion and eschaton: (i) what 

is the meaning of organizational future in a world of fashions? In such a world, future and progress collide. 

However, the progress we see looks like a panoply of detailed descriptions of the contemporary (Schmitt, 

2015). Schmitt�¶s argument reminds to the image of progress as the storm that prevents from giving sense to 

�K�L�V�W�R�U�\���� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �3�D�X�O�� �.�O�H�H�¶�V�� �$�Q�J�H�O�X�V�� �1�R�Y�X�V�� �E�\�� �:�D�O�W�H�U�� �%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q�� ����������-2014). Only a 

meaningful history allows discussing the future of organizations not only describing their progress; (ii) what 

is the meaning of organizational history in a world of fashions? I argue here that in such a world, history 

looks like the accumulation of events proceeding without a direction. History itself is reduced to a progress 

made of a never-ending present. At the same time, history is meaningless without an eschaton, since history 

is the finite bridge between the eternity of the origin and the eternity of the ultimate end (Taubes, 2019). As 

Taubes (2019) remarks 

In the confusion around the meaning of history, we cannot find a criterion within 

the single events: rather we need to go beyond the single events and ask what 
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�G�R�H�V���L�W���P�D�N�H���D�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W���µ�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�¶�"���:�K�D�W���L�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���L�W�V�H�O�I�"���:�H���F�D�Q���I�L�Q�G���D���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�R�Q��

and a position about the essence of history only if we start from the eschaton 

(Taubes, 2019: 27). 

Third, as a concluding remark, I underline the importance for organizational scholars to combine the 

acknowledgement of the importance of fashion and the reflection upon organizational eschaton in order to 

have a say on the challenges outlined by philosophers on anomie (Agamben, 2022), alienation (Rosa, 2010), 

and fear (Nussbaum, 2018). In the still inspiring words of Heidegger in 1943, quoted by Taubes (2019), I 

found an unparalleled description of the implications of a world where fashion does not find any 

counterbalance in the reflection upon the organizational eschaton: 

�³Forgetting the divine level, they (the human beings) feel more and more bewildered 

and take themselves as the measure of everything... Posing themselves as the measure 

of everything, the human beings hide the real tie among the objects and start producing 

artificial objects, fill the world with goals and certainty. The world gets trapped in a 

�V�K�H�O�O���D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�H�G���L�Q���L�W�V�H�O�I�´ 
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Workshop 4D - Friday 9.00-10.30
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SCOS 2024, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK  

July 2024  

Electricity  

 

What is a soul? It's like electricity - we don't really know what it is, but it's a force that 
can light a room. (Ray Charles) 

 

We invite abstract submissions for SCOS 2024 on the theme of ÔElectricityÕ.  

A history of power and innovation, including the invention of the incandescent 
lightbulb and the harnessing of hydroelectricity, inspires and provides the symbolic 
focus on electricity  for our conference in the beautiful host city of Newcastle upon 
Tyne.   

Electricity plays a crucial role in human existence as the driving force behind various 
physiological and cognitive processes, including electrical impulses and signals to 
transmit information through synapses and between neurons, affecting our thoughts, 
emotions, and behaviours. Early philosophers such as Aristotle and Plato explored 
the concept of electricity as a form of energy, while later thinkers such as Descartes 
and Leibniz argued that electricity was a form of matter. Hegel and Marx considered 
the implications of electricity for the development of industrialisation and the 
emergence of modernity. 20th century philosophers such as Deleuze explored the 
implications of electricity for the development of technology and its impact on human 
life, while Lefebvre has argued energy is part of the core triad of space-time-energy 
that shape social and material relations. In addition, there are many examples of 
electricity as the inspiration for, as well as the form and substance of artistic works: 
Korean visual artist Nam June Paik, known as Ôthe father of video artÕ, famously said 
that ÔWithout electricity, there can be no artÕ (c1976). Electricity has revolutionised 
the way we live, work, play and interact. It has enabled us to develop new 
technologies, to explore new ways of working and to create new forms of 
communication. From communication devices to transportation, electricity is the 
foundation of all these inventions.  

We invite explorations of the implications of electricity for the way we understand and 
organise management, work, organisations, society and our interaction with our 
natural and anthropogenic world. This could include examing and critiquing the idea 
of electricity as a form of power, as a form of control, as a form of communication, 
and as a form of transformation. Energy can be conceptualised both as generative, a 
stimulus, and destructive, an annihilator. Such explorations and provocations seem 
ever more relevant at this moment in our existence with the recent explosion of AI 
which is more sophisticated and capable of performing a wide range of tasks that 
were once considered exclusive to human intelligence. 



We welcome contributions from a range of theoretical and methodological 
perspectives, including but not limited to:  

¥! Electricity shaping management and leadership of organisations 
¥! The electric and its positive (and masculine) organisational resonances: 

ÒenergisingÓ leadership, ÒstimulatingÓ strategies, ÒpowerfulÓ management 
¥! Electricity, work and organizations over time and space  
¥! Impact of electricity on the structure and functioning of organisations 
¥! Electricity and the way we understand organisations and their dynamics  
¥! Electricity and its impact on the way we work and the nature of work itself  
¥! Electrical metaphors in work and/or organizations, education, learning and/or 

development 
¥! Electricity and relational, sensory and/or embodied knowing 
¥! Electricity as enlivening, electricity as destructive, electrickery 
¥! Any other papers relating broadly to the themes of organization and electricity, 

and related concepts such as energy, power, currents, charge, shocks, 
magnetisms, light, etc. 

 

We welcome papers that explore these and related questions, as well as those that 
consider the implications of electricity for other aspects of organisational life such as 
energy, power, technology, culture, identity and inequality.  

Abstracts should be 500 words in length.  

The deadline for submissions is February 1st 2024  

 

 

 

 
 


